
The Shoemaker and 
the Christmas Elves

Two Christmas Elves are sent to work for a poor cobbler until he 
does something nice for them. When he does, the elves will become 
true Christmas Elves and be sent to work for Santa at the North 
Pole.

Not knowing how to make shoes, the Christmas Elves do what they 
do best and make toy dolls for children. Using the cobbler’s leather 
scraps, the elves busily make dolls for the cobbler and his wife to 
sell in their shop. Over time, the cobbler and his wife become rich 
and no longer need the help of the elves, but the elves can’t leave
until their kindness has been repaid.

One night, the cobbler and his wife discover the Christmas Elves 
asleep in their kitchen. They realize that it is the elves who have 
helped them during their time of need and decide to return their kind-
ness by making each of the elves a new pair of shoes.

The elves awake to see their new shoes and rejoice that they can 
now become Santa’s elves!

Teacher 
Resources

In the Classroom
 Teachers & Students 
Grades K - 5 
The Shoemaker and the 
Christmas Elves is based on 

the Grimm Brothers tale The Shoemaker 
and the Elves.

At the Library
Cherry, or the Frog Bride

Hansel and Gretel: a 
fairy tale

Rapunzel: a fairy tale
by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm

Look for more of your favorite 
fairy tales in the J398 section of 
your local library.

On the Web
 

Theatre IV www.theatreiv.org 

Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Brothers_Grimm

National Geographic: The 
Brothers Grimm: Fairy Tales, 
History, Facts, and More
http://www.nationalgeographic.
com/grimm

Classroom
Connections

Music, Book and 
Lyrics by 

Paul Deiss
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